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MESSAGE

OF THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

OOMMUNICATING,

In answer to a resolution of the Senate, reports of the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of the Navy, with accompanying papers, in
relation to the African slave trade,

ArniL 23, 1858.—Read, referred to the Committge on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be
printed.

To the Senate of the United States:

I herewith transmit the reports of the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of the Navy, with accompanying papers, in answer to the
resolution of the Senate of the 19th of Jenuary last, :

JAMES BUCHANAN,

WasniNGgTON, April 21, 1868.

DEPARTMENT oF StATE,
Washington, April 14, 1868.

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution of the
Senate of the 19th of January last, requesting the President, if not
incompatible with the public interest, to communicate to that body
‘“any information in his possession, derived from the officers con-
nected with the American squadron on the coast of Africa, or from'
the British government, or the French government, or other official
sources, concerning the condition of the African slave trade, and con-
cerning the movements of the French government to establish a col-
onization in the possessions of that government from the coast of
Africa,”’ has the honor to lay before the President the accompanying
papers, :

All which is respectfully submitted. ‘ ‘
LEWIS CASS,
The PREstpENT oF THE UNITED STATES,
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List of accompanying papers,

Mr. Crampton to Mr. Marcy, with an accompaniment, May 24, 1856.
Lord Napier to Mr. Cass, with an accompaniment, August 2, 18567.
Same to same, with accompaniments, September 16, 1857, .

18 5(?;tptain Conover to Mr. Toucey, with accompaniments, October 19,

Lord Napier to Mr. Cass, with accompaniments, December 24, 1857.

Same to same, with an accompaniment, December 26, 1857,

Same to same, with accompaniments, January 7, 1858.

Same to same, with accompaniments, January 17, 1858.

Same to same, February 28, 1858.

Mr. Cass to Mr. Hatoh, March 8, 1858.

Mr. Hatch to Mr. Cass, March 18, 1858.

Mr. Cass to Lord Napier, April 10, 1858.

Mr, Mason to Mr, Cass, with an accompaniment, February 19, 1858.

Mr. Crampton to Mr. Marcy.

: ‘W asninaToN, May 24, 1856,
81k : I have the honor, by the instructions of her Majesty’s govern-
ment, to enclose herewith, for the information of the government of
the United States, the accompanying extracts from her Majesty’s com-
missioners at Loanda, containing information respecting the traffic in
slaves which is carried on in that neighborhood under cover of the

American flag. ,
I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurance

of my highest consideration.
JOHN F. CRAMETON.
Hon. W, L. Maroy, &eo., dec., dec. '

Extracts from a despatch from the Loanda commissioners to the Earl of
' Clarendon, dated January 22, 1856,

““'We are concerned to have to inform your lordship that accounts
have been received from Benguela, by which we learn that on the last
days of December a vessel, believed to be American, and bound to the
Havana, appeured off the coast to the south of Benguela, and succeeded
in shipping, on the 31st, a cargo of more than five hundred slaves from
a spot situated between the river St. Francisco and Cape Mary.

¢ The same accounts state that a well known dealer in slaves of the
name of Lucas, a resident in those parts, and who had gone off from
this coast concerned in those speculations which marked the close of
the year 1853, had lately reappeared in the district, and that, con-
tinuing to elude detection, he had collected a very considerable nuiu-
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ber of slaves, for whom he had offered as much as fifty and sixty
milrics per head, ready money. The result, it is reported, as ascer-
tained beyond all doubt, has been his own re-embarkation with the
five hundred mentioned above. It is also strongly asserted that
two other cargoes destined for the Brazils were shipped at about
the same time and place, but of this we cannot speak with the same
certainty. Lucas, however, is but one of many speculators who are
known to be again on the coast, and from whose persevering efforts it
is much to be feared that the slave trade will once more spring up in
this province. Another individual, named Joao Soares, established at
Novo Redondo, returned in the brig ¢ Charlotte’ from New York,
commanded by a man who had been mate on board the ¢ Glamorgan,’
captured in March, 1854, and who was imprisoned for his share in the
proceedings of that vessel. )

¢ From these circumstances the ¢ Charlotte’ was at first an object
of considerable suspicion, but she is said to be chartered by a house
connected with the Portuguese consul at New York, and on this and
other accounts is now believed to be about to return to New York
with a lawful but inconsiderable cargo.

¢ That, however, the ¢ Charlotte’ left the United States with the in-
tention of carrying off a cargo of slaves from this coast to the Havana
on account of Cumha Reis, the well-known slave dealer, formerly re-
siding at Ambriz, we have little doubt, any more than that the failure
to do so has been mainly owing to the presence and vigilance of her
Majesty’s ship ¢ Plumper,’ off the Congo, during the past month.”

Lord Napier to Mr. Cass.
[Private.]

Her BriranNio Masesry’s LEGATION,
Washington, August 2, 1857,

My Dear Sir: I think it right, with reference to our conversation
yesterday, to forward to you for your perusal a despatch which has
been addressed to the Earl of Clarendon by the British consul at
Lagos, describing the proceedings of two vessels, the ‘¢ Adams Gray *’
and the *“ W. D. Miller,”’ on the coast of Africa, Both were appa-
rently built and fitted out in the port of New Orleans, notoriously
for the slave trade. The former was overtaken by her Majesty’s ship
Prometheus, and having hoisted the Spanish ensign and thrown her
American papers overboard, she was captured. ‘The latter hoisted
.United States -colors, and showed United States papers, and was
therefore relinquished and discharged by the commanding officer of
the ‘¢ Teazer,”” though avowedly bound on a slaving voyage. I am
assured from other sources that she shipped a cargo of slaves and
landed them in Ouba, where the vessel was burned deliberately, the
profits of the adventure abundantly covering all loss. ,

I do not make you this communication officially to excuse the
capture of the ‘¢ Panchita’’ by the ¢‘ Sappho,’’ if it was effected in
the irregular manner which we have reason to apprehend, but to
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illustrate the manner in which the United States flag may be
employed for the protection of the traffic, notwithstanding the
severity of your laws, and the creditable vigilance of your officers in
the ports of New Orleans and New York, in the absence of a powerful
United States squadron on the station.

I am most anxious, however, to: disabuse Lord Clarendon, by the
mail on Tuesday, of an imgression‘ which I observe in his lordship’s
private letter to the effect that the United States squadron is not such
a8 the terms of the treaty prescribe. ‘ '

Believe me, my dear sir, yours very truly,
NAPIER,

Hon. Luwis Cass.

Laaos, May 11, 1857,

My Lorp: About three months ago, two vessels of American build
and brigantine rigged, the Adams Gray, and the W. D. Miller, of.
about 170 tons each, fitted out at New Orleans to purchase slaves on
the coast of Africa; their equipments were complete, and they were
pro}vlided with specie, tobacco, and gum, to purchase some 600 slaves
each. ‘ .

The Adams Gray first arrived on the coast, anchoring off Appo
Versa, at which port Domingo Martins had some English ‘vessels
taking in cargoes of palm oil. The supercargo of the Adams Gray,
a Spaniard, went on shore and communicated to Domingo Martins
the object of his voyage, in the presence of some of the English super-
cargoes. Domingo Martins professed great indignation that the
Spaniard should anchor his vessel among the English shipping, and
then come on shore and make a proposition to him to supply slaves ;
Domingo advised the Spaniard to try some other port of the coast, as
the Bight of Benin was now too closely watched. . The Spaniard
then proceeded to Whydah to try the traders there, but he met with
no success ; they, the traders, preferring to ship their slaves on freight
on their own account, and to risk either losing the first cost, (freight
'o'nﬁy ‘3eing paid on a successful landing,) or gaining from $300 to $500
a-head. :

_. The Spaniard then steered his course for St. Thomas, intending to
‘proceed south to Congo. | » ;,

It fortunately happened about the same time that her Majesty’s
steam sloop ‘¢ Prometheus’’ left Lagos for St.. Thomas and Ascension,
and consequently sighted the Adams Gray, immediately gave chase to
her, and after a four hours’ pursuit boarded her, when it was found
that she was without any national papers, (the American and Spanish
papers had been thrown overboard in chase,) was fully equipped for
slave trade, with leaguers of water, large quantities of' rice, and the
slave deck laid, The man, an American, representing the master of
the Adams Gray admitted that during the chase a large case con-
taining the boiler had been thrown overboard, as well as several casks
of rice, an anchor, chain, &c.,in order to lighten the vessel ; $20,600
in specie were found on board, but it is expected that all the specie had
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had not been found when the prize was despatched to Sierra Leone
for adjudication. ‘
About the time of the capture of the Adams Gray, the W. D. Miller
arrived of Whydah, and the supercargo finding that the Adams (iray
could not succeed in purchasing a cargo, appears to have directed his
course to Jaboo, & port some ten miles east of Palma, for the W. D7
Miller passed through the shipping at anchor in Lagos road. Her
appearance being very suspicious, her Majesty’s steam vessel ‘¢ Teazer’’
was ordered to weigh and proceed in chase ; on the W. D, Miller per-
ceiving this her course was altered ; she hauled her wind and stood
out to sea. After a chase of 50 miles the Teazer came up with her,
and Lieutenant Commander Grubbe, insisting on seeing the national
papers authorizing the use of the American flag, they were produced,
and showed the vessel to be commanded by a man of the name of
Roberts, and owned by a person named Villa Tubia, a Havanahan,
The master of the W. D. Miller refused permission to Lieutenant
Grubbe to look into the hold of the vessel, but did not hesitate admit-
ting that they came for slaves; on being informed that the Adams
Gray had been captured, the master expressed his surprise, and ob-
served they were fools on board to ¢ have thrown awayv their Ameri-
can papers.”’ The W. D. Miller proceeded in the direction of Prince’s
Island, and she will doubtless seek to obtain a cargo either on the
south coast or at Brisson, or the Rio Punjas, on the northwest coast.

Ih &e.
Ao S A. CAMPBELL,
Consul.

Lord Napier to Mr, Cass,

Her BRrrannio MAsesTY’s LEGATION,
Washington, September 16, 1867.

Sir: I have the honor to impart to you, by the orders of her Majes-
ty’s government, the inclosed resolution of the House of Commons, di-
recting that an humble address should be presented to her Majesty with
a view to the suppression of the African slave trade. A copy of her
Majesty’s gracious reply is also transmitted herewith. |

In communicating these papers I am instructed to convey to you
the earnest entreaty of her Majesty’s government that they may have
the advantage of the active and efficient co-operation of the United
States in the extinction of this piratical crime, both in its direct and
indirect practice. ;

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your
obedient humble servant,

' NAPIER.

Hon. LeEwis Oass.
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Resolution of the House of Commons.

Marmis, 14 die Julis, 1857.

Resolved, That an humble address be presented to her Majesty, pray-
ing that she will be graciously pleased to employ all the means in her
power in order to put down the African slave trade, and to obtain the
execution of the treaties made for that purpose with other powers.

Answer of her Majesty.

Lunag, 27 die Julit, 1857.

Answer of her Majesty to the address of the 14th of July, 1857,
reported as follows : , ,

1 have received your dutiful address, praying that I will employ
all the means in my power in order to put down the African slave
trade, and to obtain the execution of the treaties made for that pur-
pose with other powers.

¢ You may rely on my earnest endeavors to give full effect to your
wighes on this important subject.”’

Captain Qonover to Mr. Toucey.

No. 12.] U. 8. FrAg-SuIr CUMBERLAND,
St. Paul de Loando, October 19, 1857,

Sir: I had the honor to address a communication to the depart-
ment from this place on the 13th instant, which I forwarded by the
barque ¢ Wm, Shailer,”” of Salem, Massachusetts, and of which I
herewith forward a duplicate copy, (No. 11.) K %

I beg leave to submit to the consideration of the department the
enclosed copy of a letter I received from H. B. M. commissioner at
this place, in answer to a request of mine for detailed information of
the circumstances under which certain American vessels (therein
named) had been captured by H. B, M. cruisers.

The United States ship Dale arrived here on the evening of the
16th instant. Hearing of my arrival, and desirous to communicate
with me, Commander McBlair returned immediately from the river
Congo, not having been able to effect the capture of any of the vessels
which were suspected of being engaged in the slave trade.

He reported to me the capture, on the 10th instant, of the brigan-
tine ‘“ Bremen,’” wearing American colors, by Commodore Wise, com-
manding H. B. M. steamer ‘¢ Vesuvius,”’ the circumstances of which
capture are minutely detailed in the enclosed copy of the reports of
%)ielutenants Davidson and Pelot, attached to the United States ship

ale.

The action of Commodore Wise, in this seizure, appears to me only
an instance of the method generally adopted by H. B. M. cruisers on
this coast, to secure as prizes American slavers, and may serve to ex-
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glain, what before seemed very strange, that so many vessels should
e reported by the British commanders as having been captured
“ without flag or papers.’”’

I accordingly felt it to be my duty, under these circumstances, to
enter my protest against the action of Commodore Wise in this cap-
ture, which I did in a letter addressed to the commander-in-chief of
her Majesty’s squadron on this coast, & copy of which I herewith re-
spectfully submit for your perusal.

I also enclose to you & copy of my latest orders to Commander
McBlair, of the United States ship Dale. :

I purpose sailing to-morrow morming, my immediate destination
being the mouth of the Congo river. ;

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient gervant,

T. A. CONOVER,
Flag Officer and Commander-in-chief U. 8. naval forces,
West Coast of Africa.
Hon. Isaac Toucry, :
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of the seizure of the brigantine ‘¢ Bremen’’ by her Britannic
Magesty’s steamer ‘¢ Vesuvius,”’ October 10, 1857, off the river Congo.

Commodore Wise, in command of her Majesty’s steamer ¢ Vesuvius,’’
made the following report to Commander McBlair through me,

The ¢ Vesuvius’’ was, on the 10th instant, in chase of one of two
strange sails that were at the time in sight; the other, a brigantine
had been standing along by the wind, but as soon as she saw the
steamer in chase she quietly put her helm up and bore off before the
wind, under the impression that she was the chase. But this was not
the case until the commodore, observing her strange manceuvre, changed
his course and stood for her, abandoning the other sail. .When the
“‘ Vesuvius '’ neared her she hoisted American colors and hove to,
Commodore Wise boarded her in person, and having reason to sup-
pose that the vessel was engaged in the slave trade, informed her
commander (who appeared to be a Portuguese) that it was his inten-
tion to take the vessel, and that he did not wish to see her papers, at
the same time giving him his choice whether to be taken under the
American flag or otherwise. The captain made some unintelligible
expression about being taken as a pirate, and the mate hauled down
the colors immediately. The papers were then thrown overboard and
the vessel was seized as a prize, ‘‘ without colors or papers.”” The
commodore said the captain and supercargo were drunk, and was in-
formed by the captain, who gave his name as Smith, that another vessel
was in the Congo with a cdrgo of slaves on board, her commander, I
think, named Tom Forest. :

The officers and crew of the vessel, with the exception of her cook,
Eere landed on the nearest part of the coast, and she was sent to Sierra

eone,
Respectfully submitted, :
THOS. P. PELOT,
" Lieutenant U. S. Navy.
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UNr1ED STATES SLOOP-0F-WAR ¢‘ DALE,”’
Of Snakeshead, west coast of Africa, October 12, 1857.

Sir: In obedience to your order of this morning, I called on Com-
modore Wise, on board her Majesty’s steamer ¢‘ Vesuvius,’”’ to ascer-
tain clearly the circumstances regarding his seizure of the brig
‘¢ Bremen,’’ about this locality, on the 20th instant,

The statement of Commodore Wise was to this effect :

That he, Commodore Wise, boarded the ‘““Bremen’’ in person and
informed the captain of her that he, Commodore Wise, had undoubted
information that said ‘‘Bremen’’ was a slaver, and her papers not
corgect, which was a violation of the American flag she was then
under,

After some hesitation on the part of the captain of the ‘‘Bremen,”
he determined to throw his flag and papers overboard, which he did
with weights attached to them, remarking at the same time that he
would rather bz taken by the English than fall into the hands of the
“Dale,”” in which latter case he should be “ hung as a pirate,”’

I then stated to Commodore Wise that the point in question, and
.u}})lon which Commander McBlair desired to be fully satisfied, was
whether he, Commodore Wise, used language or other means to intimi-
date the captain of the ‘‘Bremen,”” and influence him in hauling
down his colors against his will,

To this Commodore Wise replied: ¢“Oh, no, sir; no sir.”” Com-
modore Wise also stated that there was no doubt whatever that the
papers of the ‘“Bremen’’ were fraudulent; and prepared for the occa-
sion by any but the proper authorities. That they consisted of several
different pieces stuck together by sealing-wax, and that the captain of
the ¢‘Bremen ’’ himself acknowledged his papers were not genuine;
and also expressed great surprise that the captain of her Majesty’s
ship ‘‘Myrmidon,”’ who boarded him a short time before, had not
perceived that the ‘‘ Bremen’s’’ papers were worthless,and immediately
taken her as a prize. _ '

Finally, I asked Commodore Wise that in the event of his meeting
with an American slaver, under American colors, and bearing genuine
papers, (which, of course, she would have obtained when she cleared
for other purposes than slaving,) if he would use means to induce the
captain to throw his colors overboard. He replied: ¢ Well, I might
stretch a point and tell the captain the ¢ Dale’ was just near us here.”’

This reply satisfied me regarding the method which her Majesty’s
officers on this coast adopt to seize American slavers, as the latter
would never choose the other alternative of being taken to an Ame-
rican man-of-war, sent to the United States and tried for their lives.

The above being respectfully submitted, I am, sir, your most obe-

dient servant ‘
’ HUNTER DAVIDSON,
Lieutenant U. S. Navy.

Commander Ww. McBﬂAIB,
U. 8. Navy, OCommanding U. 8. ship *‘ Dale.”
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LoawpA, October 13, 1857.

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of yesterday’s date
iuforming me that you have been given to understand that several
vessels said to be wearing the flag of the United States, including the
¢ Onward,”” ¢ Charles,’”” and ¢ William Clarke,”’ have lately been
boarded and seized by her Majesty’s cruisers on this- coast, and re-
questing me to furnish you with any information in my power relative
to the circumstances under which these or any other American vessels
have been captured. , ' ;

In reply, I beg to inform you that for many years past I have never
known an instance of any vessel under the American flag having been
searched or detained by the officers of her Majesty’s squadron on this
‘coast, except that of barque sent to New York for adjudication by
H. M. 8. ““Bappho’’ in May last, of the particulars of which you will
probably be better informed than I am.

With regard to the vessels mentioned in your letter, I take leave to
add that the case of the ‘‘ Onward’’ which was recently detained by
her Majesty’s steamer ¢¢ Alecto,”” without any papers-of nationality
whatever on board, has formed the subject of an official correspon-
dence between Commander Hunt and the United States commercial
agent at this place ; the latter, therefore, will be enabled to furnish you
authentically with all the particulars of that vessel’s capture, and to
that gentleman I would take the liberty of referring you. :

The ¢ Charles,’’ of Boston, referred to in your letter,is probably
the vessel which, having been twice met by her Majesty’s cruisers wait-
ing an opportunity toship slaves, and professing to bear an American
character, was at last detected by her Majesty’s sloop ¢‘Sappho’’ a
few days since near Cabega de Cobra with the American ensign still
flying and in the act of embarking her human cargo.

The captain of the ‘¢ Charles,”’ on the approach of the ¢ Sappho,’’
bore up and ran his vessel on shore, and he with all the crew and part
of the slaves escaped. By the most zealous exertions on the part of
Captain Moresby, however, three hundred and fifty-eight slaves were
rescued from this vessel, a great number having unhappily perished
in their attempt to reach the shore. L ‘

Of the circumstances attending the capture of a vessel called the
¢ William Clarke’’ I am entirely ignorant.  The latest capture made
by her Majesty’s squadron on this coast of which I have received any
information, is that of a brig without colors or papers, taken on the
3d instant by her Majesty’s steamer ¢ Myrmidon’’ off Cabeca de Cobra,
the master of which declared that he had fitted out at New York
with all the necessary appurtenances for a slave voyage, and that,
although closely watched by a vessel belonging to the United States
government, he had succeeded in getting all his water on board, and
sailing direct for this coast. On the ¢ Myrmidon’s’’ coming up with
this vessel an American ensign was seen floating astern, and it is pre-
sumed the ship’s papers had also been thrown overboard, as none of
any description wﬁatever were found on board of her when visited by
her Majesty’s steamer. :

I take this opportunity of acquainting you, sir, that vessels pro-
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tected by the flag of America in great numbers still continue the slave
trade on this part of the coast. I have recently received information
of the following vessels, strongly suspected of being engaged in that
atrocious traffic, having been met in or about the river Congo, viz:

The barque ¢¢Petrel,’”” the barque ¢ Clara B. Williams,”’ the
schooner ¢¢ Crimean,’”’ the schooner ‘¢ Louis McLain,’’ the schooner
4 'Windward,” the brig ‘ Bremen,’’ and the brig ¢ Jamestown."

I had the pleasure, a' few days since, of communicating personally
with Captain McBlair, of the United States corvette ‘‘ Dale,”’ under
your orders., I pointed out to that officer that the river Congo is,
and has been for some time past, the great haunt of these vessels, and
he immediately proceeded thither in the hope of capturing some of
them, or frustrating the intentions of any which may be engaged in
the slave trade contrary to the laws of the United States. I iave not
heard of the ‘¢ Dale’s’’ movements since her departure from this, on
the 9th instant, but I sincerely trust she may be successful in the ob-
ject which her commander has in view. ' -

I beg to assure you, sir, that your arrival in these seas is to me a
matter of sincere gratification. It augurs favorably for the ultimate
success of the efforts which our respective governments have so long
made for the suppression of the slave trade—a trade which, I am
grieved to say, has lately, by the abuse of the American flag, arrived
at as great, or even a greater height than ever in this quarter. Con-
fident that the government of the United States will never permit its
flag to-be the means of protecting a traffic which it has so long since
declared its abhorrence of, I most earnestly hope that you may now
be enabled to take such measures as will prevent that honored flag
from any longer sheltering the operatiouns of the slave dealers on this
coast, - '

In conclusion, it only remains for me to assure you of the great
satisfaction which it will, at all times, afford me to act in cordial con-
cert with you in whatever may have for its object the furtherance of
the enlightened and humane views of our respective governments.

I have the honor to be, with high consideration and respect, sir,
your most obedient, humble servant,

EDM. GABRIEL.

Commodore CONOVER,
Commander-in-Chief of the U. 8. Naval Forces, dc.,
» ' West Coast of Africa.

Unirep States Fraa-Sare ¢ CUMBERLAND,’
St. Paul de Loando, October 19, 1857.

Sir: I beg leave to call your particular attention to the enclosed
reports of Lieutenants Davidson and Pelot, of the United States navy,
to Commander McBlair, commanding the United States sloop-of-war
‘“Dale,”’ under my orders, relative to the capture of the American
brigantine ¢ Bremen’’ by Commodore Wise, commanding H. B. M.
steamer ‘‘ Vesuvius,’’ on the 10th inst.

While I am extremely anxious .to preserve the most friendly good
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feeling in the intercourse between the squadrons of our respective
governments on this coast, I feel it to be my imperative duty, under"
the circumstances detailed in the enclosed reports, to remonstrate and
protest most strongly against the action of Commodore Wise in the
geizure of the ¢ Bremen,’’ as being an interference with the rights of
Americans to take and bring to merited punishment those who, while
they wear the flag of the United States, offend against its laws, as
being further in violation of the express treaty stipulations of the two
governments ‘‘to enforce separately and respectively the laws, rights,
and obligations of each of the two countries for the suppression of the
glave trade,”’ and as being finally in direct opposition to the often-
expressed declaration of my government, that the American flag shall
protect American property from all intrusion and inteftference on the
part of foreign cruisers, whether it be by threats, menaces, or any
other undue influence whatsoever. o e
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
T. A. CONOVER,
Commander-in-Chief of the United States Naval Forces,
' v West Coast of Africa.
Rear Admiral Hon. Sir F, W, Grey, K. 0. B, |
Commander-in Chief of Her Britannic Majesty’s Naval Forces,
. Cape of Good Hope and Coast of Africa.

Lord Napier to Mr. Cass.

Her Brirannic MAsesty’s LEGATION,
Washington, December 24, 1857.

Sir: It has been my duty, under the instructions of her Majesty’s
government, to draw your attention, verbally, on several occasions, to
the present activity of the African slave trade, to the fact that it is
now chiefly prosecuted by the criminal and fraudulent assumption of
the United States flag, and to the incommensurate means which are
employed for its suppression, , ; ;

I have also, in an official letter of the 16th of September last, con-
veyed to you the hope of her Majexty’s government that their increas-
ing efforts for the extinction of this traffic may be supported by the
hearty co-operation of the naval forces of the United States.

In answer to these representations, I have had the satisfaction of
learning from you that the federal authorities are instructed to use
their best exertions, in conformity with the laws, to prevent vessels
being fitted out for this piratical trade in the ports of the Union;
that the diminution of the American squadron maintained on the coast
of Africa, under treaty engagewments, has been the result of some
past accident or negligence in which the existing cabinet of the United
States has no part, and that the force employed on the African station
will be increased to the amount contemplated by treaty.

Since I had the honor of addressing you additional evidence has
transpired of the abuses to which I have alluded. I have been directed
by the Earl of Clarendon to make a written communication to you of
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certain particulars hereafter stated, and I deem the occasion proper for
presenting at the same time such a general view of the subject as the
materials at 1wy command afford, and which I trust, notwithstanding
its incompleteness, will furnish the United States cabinet with ground
for serious deliberation and for repressive measures of an energetic
character.

The demand for slaves in the Cuban market is supplied by vessels
constructed, purchased, and often possessed and fitted out in the ports
of the United States. The number of ships so employed cannot be
exactly ascertained, but in the opinion of competent judges it is con-
giderable and increasing. . v

The accompanying extracts from the official correspondence of her
Majesty’s consular authorities in Cuba and the reports of the British
functionaries on the coast of Africa, which I have also the honor to
enclose, are submitted to the attention of the government of the United
States, in the belief that similar information has not reached them
from any other quarter. = ;

The vessels engaged in this branch of the slave trade which alone
gosseszs any vigor or extension, whether owned by American citizens,
y colonial Spaniards, or by foreign residents in the Union, whether
issuing from the harbors of the United States or from those of Cuba,
have now embraced the almost universal habit of hoisting the colors
of the United States for the purpose of sheltering themselves against

the scrutiny of the British cruisers.

This precaution does not protect the slaver from visit, but it exon-
erates him from search. When boarded the master of the vessel
claims the privilege of his flag, and frequently exhibits American
papers, forged or obtained on false pretences from the custom-house
authorities of the port from which he has sailed. With these specious
but fraudulent signs of nationality he defies the British officer to raise
the hatches under which are securely hidden the proofs of meditated
crime,  In some cases; the master of the slaver does not affect to con-
ceal his nefarious purpose; with an American flag overhedd, and
American papers in his hand, he avows the object of his voyage, and
points to the instruments and appliances of the trade.

Sometimes the perseverance of the British cruiser exhausts the pa-
tience of the slaver, or surprises some flagrant act of deception ; some-
times the suspected ship is relinquished, reaches the coast, takes her
slaves on board, is met again, and seized. Too often the %uilty vessel
eludes the vigilance of the English squadron, and lands her cargo in
Ouba by the laxness or connivance of the Spanish authorities, There
she is either destroyed or refitted for another venture.

When the vessel is overtaken with negroes on board, or in such a
state of preparation that no doubt can exist of her immediate inten-
tion, the American ensign and é)a ers are made away with, The
origin and ownership are then e«fuced from the nationality of the
master, supercargo, and crew, from documentary evidence discovered
on board, or from information elicited on trial. ,

In illustration of the statements which I have brought under your
notice it may be desirable that I should add a brief catalogue of ves-
sels captured by her Majesty’s cruisers on the west coast of Africa
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previous to the month of October last, with some of the circumstances
attending their seizure ; but, in framing this list, I must regret that
there may be others of which the designation has not yet reached her
Majesty’s legation, , : ‘

The ¢‘ Adams Gray’’ was seized on the 10th of April by her Majesty’s
ship ¢‘Prometheus,”’ under Spanish colors, her name and ‘‘New Or-
leans’’ being painted on the stern. The mate and steward were, to
all appearance, United States citizens. She was fitted for the trade
at New Orleans, and carried American papers, which were thrown
overboard before the seizure,

The schooner ‘‘Jupiter’’ fell into the possession of her Majesty’s
ship ¢‘ Antelope,”” with 70 slaves on board. This vessel was fitted out
at New Orleans, The American papers and ensign were destroyed
before the capture.

The ¢‘Abbott Devereux’’ was taken by her Majesty’s ship ‘‘Teazer,’’
with 270 slaves on board. She cleared from Havana, but is mentioned
among several vessels observed previously off the coast under United
States colors. , ;

The brigantine ¢‘Eliza Jane,”’ fitted out at New York, was- cap-
tured by her Majesty’s ship ¢‘Alecto,”’ on the 22d of August, without
papers or colors. The particulars of this seizure are set forth in the
accompanying despatch from the acting commissary judge at Sierra
Leone, to the Earl of Clarendon, which I am desired by his lordship
to lay before the Department of State.

The schooner ¢“Jos. H. Record,”’ from Newport, Rhode Island, had
191 slaves on board when arrested by her Majesty’s ship ‘¢ Antelope.”’
Her crew consisted of 18 Spaniards and five United States citizens.

The ‘¢ William Clark,”’ of New Orleans, was seized after prolonged
observation by her Majesty’s ship ¢ Firefly.”” She exhibited American
colors and forged American papers, which baffled for a time the measures
of her Majesty’s officers, but when the latter finally decided to open the
hatches, the flag and documents were thrown into the sea, and she
became & lawful prize. This vessel was remarked to be in correspond-
ence with another craft in the offing under American colors.

The brigantine ¢ Onward,’’ of Boston, was more than once remarked
and suspected under American colors. When at length searched by
her Majesty’s ship ‘“Alecto,”’ the ensign was voluntarily struck and
all pretensions to American nationality renounced. She was owned
by Messrs, Lafitte, of New York, and fully fitted for the slave trade.
Her Majesty’s government are desirous that the circumstances attached
to this capture should be fully imparted to the government of the
United States. .

The barque ‘¢ Charles,”’ of Baltimore, fitled out at New Orleans, is
believed to be identical with a vessel dzstroyed on the 18th of Sep-
tember last by her Majesty’s ship ¢‘ Sappho.’” Having been visited
previously off the coast by her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Prometheus,”’ the
master of this vessel, confiding in the colors of the United States,
had the effrontery to exhibit his mess-kids, his slave deck already laid,
and the other conveniences of a negro cargo. The incident is related
in a report from the British consul at Lagos to the Earl of Clarendon,
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and is specially recommended to your consideraiion by her Majesty’s
government, \ '

In addition to the eight vessels above mentioned, seized and con-
demned in the earlier portion of the present year by her Majesty’s
squadron, I find two cases of capture by Portuguese ships-of-war,
alluded to in the correspondence of the Foreign Office with this
legation. The ¢‘ General Pickney,’’ or ‘‘ General Pierce,’”’ was taken
by the sloop ¢ fierra di Pilar’’ in 1856, under United States colors,
without papers, commanded by ene Silva, or Silvia, who was in
possession of a document alleged to be a passport or ¢ protection ’’
from the United States authorities. The claims of Silvia were,
however, repudiated by the United States minister at Lisbon,

The barque ‘‘ Velha Aunto,’’ or, more correctly, the ¢ Splendid,”
of Boston, directly from New Orleans and Havana, was arrested by
the Portuguese schooner ¢ Cabo Verde,”” The prize was fully fitted
for the reception of 1,000 slaves. The captain of the flag and three
seamen, all Americans, escaped on shore, according to the terms of
the sentence of the Portuguese court, enclosed for your perusal by the
orders of her Majesty’s government.

It is due to the Spanish authorities to state that they have lately
captured several slave vessels on the coast of Cuba, according to the
accounts in the public journals, but of these incidents I have no
official intelligence. .- .

I am not informed whether the United States cruisers have suc-
ceeded during the past year in making many captures, but I observe
in a recent newspaper, transmitted herewith, an account of the pro-
ceedings taken by the United States ship ¢ Oumberland,’’ in reference
to a suspected vessel in the river ‘‘ Camma,”’ which illustrate the
preceding remarks in a striking manner. The American ship-of-war
approaches the slaver under British colors; the slaver instantly
displays the United Status flag, .

he number of vessels captured and condemned on the coast forms
but a small proportion of those of which the character and‘*move-
ments warrant suspicion, without justifying actual seizure. In the
category of ships visited and questioned I find the following suspected
slavers denounced or incidentally mentioned in the clespatches which
have reached me from her Majesty’s government, o

The ¢“ North Hand’’ was ci)artere at New York ostensibly for the

urpose of carrying sustenance to the starving inhabitants of the
%ape de Verde islands, but with an ulterior view to a slave voyage.
She was boarded on the African coast under American colors, but, in
the absence of convincing evidence, could not be arrested. She is
believed to have delivered a cargo of slaves in Cuba, and to have been
destroyed. In this affair, whose benevoleuce was made subservient to
orime, the notorious house of Figaniére, Reise & Co. was busy.

The ¢ W. D. Miller,”” a vessel previously seen under American
colors, escaped from her Majesty’s ship ¢ Teazer,”’ discharged her
slaves in Cuba, and was burned there to avoid subsequent con-
demnation.

The ¢ Panchita,”” arrested by the commander of her Majesty’s ship
“‘ Sappho,”” in the Co go river, under an erroneous impression of
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his duty and poweérs, was sent into New York, and is now under
indictment for slave trading by the federal authorities. ,

The ¢ Nancy,”’ of New Orleans. The master of this vessel, emula-
ting the effrontery of the master of the ‘¢ Charles,’”’ declared the object
of his voyage under the American fl.:g to the officers of her Majesty’s
cruisers, The incident is reported in the accompanying extract of a
despatch from Mr, Gabriel to the Earl of Clarendon.

The ¢ Minnetonga’’ is stated by Rear Admiral Sir F. Grey, com-
manding at the Cape of Good Hope, to be one of seven American
vessels fitted out for the slave trade on the east coast of Africa.

The ¢ Isle of Cuba.”’ :

The ¢ Jamestown,”’ of New York,

The ¢ Putnam.” , ;

The ¢¢ Wizard,”’ of New Orleans,

The ¢¢ Petrel,”’ of New York. ' ,

The ¢¢ Charlotte,”’” of New York, belonging to the firm of Figanidre.

The ¢¢ Ellen,’’ of New York.

The ¢ Cole, "’

The ¢¢ Globe.”’

The ¢¢ Spirit of ’76.”’

%‘ﬁe ¢¢ Reindeer.”’ o

e ‘‘ Flying Eagle.”

The ¢¢ Vesta.’’ ¢ '

The ¢¢ James Buchanan.’’ 3

It is not necessary that I should occupy your attention by further
recapitulation. Additional evidence would be superfluous. These

facts are undisputed. The coast of Africa continues to be infested by
slavers, and the slavers endeavor to prosecute their commerce with
impunity by the assumption of the flag of the United States. It is
equally apparent that this abusive practice can only be extinguished
by the presence and exertions of a competent American squadron.
The principles of maritime law asserted by the United States render
the efforts of hér Majesty’s government powerless for the abatement
of theevil, ; . ,

By the treaty of 1842, between Great Britain and the United States,
each of the contracting parties engaged to maintain on the coast of
Africa a sufficient and adequate squadron, of suitable number and
description, to carry in all not less than eighty guns. \

You have informed me of an impression which has reached the gov-
ernment of the United States, to the effect that there has been some
relaxation in this respect on the part of England, as well as on the
side of America, The enclosed tabular return shows the number and
armament of British vessels stationed on the coast on the first of Janu-
ary of each year, from 1842 to 186, inclusive. It results that the
average British force; during these 16 years, has been 19 ships and 148
guns. In 13 years the force has been above the amount prescribed by
treaty; in the years 1856 and 1856 it fel! slightly below the requisite
number, This1is to be regretted, and I am not informed of the causes of
the diminution. It may have been owing to the great demand for vessels
of light draught during the Russian’war ; it may have been caused,
and I think more probably, by the removal of an old-fashioned class of
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ships and the substitution of a newer and more efficient kind, furnished
with auxiliary engines. Whatever ‘may have been the reason, the
error was transitory and the correction spontaneous. On the 1st of
January, 1857, there were 16 British men-of-war, numbering 84 guns,
upon the African coast, whose diligence has been signalized by re-
peated captures, It will probably be allowed that in its spirit the
treaty has been executed with conspicuous fidelity by the government
of England. - b ; o

During the same period, if the accompanying table be correctly
framed, the average force set apart for this duty by the American
government has been, on the 1st of January of each year, about four
vessels and 77 guns ; but the force habitually and actively engaged in
cruising on the ground frequented by slavers has, probably, been less
by one-fourth, if we consider the size of the ships employed, their with-
drawal for purposes of recreation and health, and the movement of the
reliefs, whose arrival does not correspond exactly with the departures
of the vessels whose term of service hag expired. o .

It is far from my purpose, in presenting these reflections to the gov-
ernment of the United States, to heighten the merits of Great Britain
or to disparage the conduct of America, I should ill convey the sen-
timents of my government if I pressed this matter in a spirit of com-
placency or a spirit of reproach. Toinsist upon a mere literal execution
of the provisions of the treaty ot 1842 would be to embrace a very
low estimate of the great moral duty incumbent on both governments,
alike with a view to the vindication of their laws and with regard to
the highest interests of humanity and civilization. The letter of the
treaty of 1842 might be observed by both parties, and nothing would
be done for the extinction of the slave t‘r‘adg. Her Majesty’s govern-
ment hope that the government of the. United States will enter upon
an active, liberal, expansive exertion of our mutual engagements, not
because those engagements are binding, but because they are salutary
and just. The traffic in slaves is still persevering and audacious, but
it is reduced in compass, 'I'he field of action was never befdre so
limited and so accessible ; it is almost restricted to the Cuban market.
It may consequently be affirmed, without enthusiasm, that if the
operations of her Majesty’s cruisers be now seconded by the interposi-
tion of a numerous, zealous, well adapted, and well directed squadron
from America, the object of s0 many aspirations and so many sacrifiges
will be at length accomplished. , ‘

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most
obedient, humble servant, '

NAPIER.

Hon. Lewis Cass,
Secretary of State.

Extract of a despatch from Commissary Judge Crawford to the Earl of
Clarendon, K. G., dated Havana, April 13, 1867, :
I regret that it should be my duty to state to your lordship that the
expeditions to the coast of Africa have not for many years been upon
so extended a scale as they are and have been lately.
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I have good reason to know that some fifteen vessels have been de-
spatchéd trom the port of New Orleans alone within the last'two
months, some of them of large tonnage; whilst from other ports of
America the outfits have been proportionately numerous, and several
vessels have also gone from this port and Matanzas.”™

Extract of a despatch from her Majesty’s commissioners, J. J. Craw-
Jord and Lonsada, to the Earl of Clarendon, K. G., dated—

Havana, August 4,.1857.

““'We beg leave to represent to your lordship, that notwithstanding
the enormously extensive expeditions for slave trading which had been
prepared and had sailed from many of the ports of the United States
and from this island, more vessels are purchased, equipped, and' sent
off from this, all under the American flag, with the exception of the
Spanish brig ¢ Tres Hermanos,’ altered into a barque, and her name
changed to the ¢ Eliza,” which has gone first to land a cargo of sugar
at Antwerp, , ' ;

““The American ship ‘Hydra,” 499 tons, cleared in ballast for
Batavia. , ' C ;

¢“The American brig ¢ Windward,” 177 tons, cleared for the coast
of -Africa. The American brig ¢ Braman,’ 185 tons, and schooner
¢ Niagara,” 72 tons, and the Peruvian ship ¢ Architect,” 520 tons, are
still in this port, but said to be bound upon slave voyages. The
‘ Braman’ had a slave deck and all her fittings on board, but neither
the United States consul nor any other has a right to interfere with
American vessels, and so they make their preparations without being
liable to interruption. o V p 3 ~

‘“We understand that an American citizen, by name ¢ Drinkwater,’
calliug - himself a ‘resident of Portland,’ is the purchaser of almost all
these American vessels, and figures as their outfitter, but there can be
little doubt that this person is only put forth by the slave traders to
cover their transactions. ‘ o T

“In the meantime, of those expeditions which left the United
States, the earliest are already returning with their miserable cargoes,
and we have rumors of numerous disembarkations of slaves at various
places on the coast of this island, which we doubt not are nearly all
well founded, but we abstain from reporting those cases respecting
which our .information is not in all respects to be relied upon. ,

‘“ We are thus enabled to state to your lordship that four hundred
and fi/teen Bozals were recently landed at Sierra Morena from the
American brig ¢ W. D. Miller,” which vessel was afterwards burnt ;
siw hundred were landed at Vertientes about ten days ago, but we,
have no information as to the vessel in which they arrived, this being
a second cargo landed there within a month’s date. :

Ex. Doc, 49-—2
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Extract of a despatch from Mr, Gabriel to the Earl of Clarendon, dated—

LoANpaA, February 11, 1857,

‘“ The whole, or nearly the whole, of the slave trade &t present car-
ried on upon this part of the coast is for the supply of the Island of
Ouba, and pursued under the Americdn flag. ; .

I am led to think that if the humane efforts of her Majesty’s govern-
ment be followed up by the same energy and vigor as they have
hitherto been, and if the concert and co-operation of the United States
could be obtained in preventing the scandalous abuse of the United
States flag, the permanent cessation of this traffic is not beyond the
range of reasonable calculation. Only three vessels have been cap-
tured on the coast south of the equator in 1856, two of which were
taken or destroyed by her Majesty’s squadron off the river Congo, and
one, the ¢ General Pierce,” captured by the Portuguese brig-of-war
¢ Serra do Pilar,” south of Loanda. This last mentioned slave vessel
hoisted the American flag when chased by the ‘Serra do Pilar,” and
probably might have effected her escape had she not fortunately been
met with by a Portuguese cruiser in Portuguese waters.

¢ It is reported that, when taken, she was on her third slavery voyage,
having previously succeeded in carrying off two cargoes of slaves under
American colors. ; ﬂ

¢“ Beveral instances have come to my knowledge in which the flag of
the United States has lately availed to protect the slave trade on this
coast. In short, this evil has now become so great that it is necessary
I should trouble your lordship with a few details and remarks thereon.

“ The escape of three vessels has been reported by this commission
during the past year. They are all said to have arrived on the coast
wearing the American flag.

¢¢ The schooner ¢ N. Hand,” Michael Stevenson master, boarded by
her Majesty’s steamer ¢ Teazer,” under American colors, off the river
Congo, and said- to have been bound to Benguela, had on Woard a
cargo which would &t once have condemned as a slaver any vessel
[belonging] to the nations that are parties to the equipment article.

“The American’ brigantine ¢Ellen,” of New York, Mather Lind
master, Vambury owner, fallen in with by her Majesty’s steamer
¢Alecto,”’ off the Congo, in December last, was strongly suspected of
being engaged in the slave trade. The master of this vessel, which,
like the ¢ N. Hand,” had a Portuguese or Spanish passenger on board,
declared that he also was bound to Benguela. Neither of them, how-
ever, ever made their appearance at that place, but they are both re-
ported to have shipped their slaves at ¢ Cabega de Cobra,” about twenty
miles south of the Congo, and sailed for the Havana. '

‘¢ Besides the above mentioned vessels, several others, bearing the
flag of the United States, have appeared on this coast during the past
year, under very suspicious circumstances, The ¢Ilha de Cuba,’
¢ Coal,” ¢ Globe,” ¢ Spirit of ’76,’ ¢ Reindeer,’ ¢ Charlotte,” and ¢ Flying
Bagle,” have all of them been consigned to parties connected with
firms at New York, which are notoriously concerned in the slave



THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE, 19

trade, and some of them are reported to have succeeded in carrying
oftf' cargoes of slaves, ‘

¢ This system wholly cripples the efforts of her Majesty’s cruisers,
for the commanding officers, zealous as they are in the discharge of
their duty, and anxious to frustrate the schemes of sldve dealers, are
naturally cautious in hazarding a search where there are not strong
grounds for presuming that the vessel is not what the flag announces.

““ Her Majesty’s government labors in vain to accomplish the final
and complete extinction, so long as American vessels are ever ready to
assist the slave dealer in his various schemes to elude punishment,

*‘ The government of the United States has solemnly pledged iteelf
by treaty ¢ to use its utmost endeavors to promote the-entire abolition
of the slave trade.” It was also honorably distinguished as being
among the first which pronounced the condemnation of this guilty
‘traffic—a traffic which has been since declared by the whole civilized
world as a disgrace to the age. Iwould fain hope, therefore, that the
experience of the past year will sufficiently convince that government
of the necessity of taking some decisive steps to vindicate the flag.

““The great haunt of these vessels is the river Congo ; and, if I
might presume to submit a recommendation on this subject, I should
say it would be very desirable if an American vessel-of-war were per-
manently stationed there, to‘act in concert with her Majesty’s cruisers.
Although that measure might afford but a partial remedy, yet it is to
be hoped that some good would result from it, in at least restraining
the extent to which the slave trade is now carried on in theuvicinity
of that river. "

¢ The influence attending the presence of an American cruiser
might consist principally in deterring slavers from producing Ameri~
can papers, but even that influence would be of great efficacy.

*“The American brigantine ¢ Dolphin’ showed herself in this port
in July last, and soon afterwards took her departure for Liberia. The
corvette ¢ St. Louis,” Captain Livingston, arrived on the 2d November
last, and, after remaining in the harbor about a month, proceeded
also direct to Liberia.

‘“ These two vessels-of-war form the whole of the American cruisers.
which have appeared on the coast to the southward of the equator
from the beginning of the year 1856 to its end.”’

Fatract of despatch No. 38, fromer;l Gabriel to the Earl of Olarendon,
ated— 2 ‘

LoANDA, June 22, 1857,

T have the honor to enclose to your lordship a copy and transla-
tion of a letter which I have received from the gentleman at present
charged with the duties of the Brazilian consulate at this place, con-
taining intelligence with respect to the slave trade, now being carried
on in the neighborhood of the river Congo, together with a copy of a
reply which I have returned thereto. _

¢“I lost no time in conveying a knowledge of the informatien commu-
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nicated to me by Sefior Morais to the senior officer at present in com-
mand of her Majesty’s forces on this station.

“ Having lately had occasion to remark on the increased activity of
the slave trade in this vicinity of the river Congo, I regret to add, that
there continues‘every appearance of its being persevered in there with
the same vigor as during last year.

“The flag of America is still resorted to by the slave dealers to
shelter their operations, and until some effectual measures are applied
to put a stop to this practice, I see no hopes of its complete repression.

‘‘The means of controlling this growing evil, and to which I took the
liberty of -drawing your lordship’s attention, in my despatch of 11th
February last, still appear to be greatly callel for.

““ No vessel-of-war of the United States has appeared on any part
of the coast south of the equator during the last eight months.

“I have, &c.,
“ EDMUND GABRIEL.”

Eztract of a despatch from ¢ Ohancellier’’ Ignacio José de Morae, jr.,
to E. Gabriel, esq., dated—

BraziLrAN CoNSULATE, LOANDA,
January 11, 1857.

Str: It has come to my knowledge that a cargo of Africans is being
preparedyin the river Zaire Cabenda for exportation to the Havana,
and, as I suspect, the slave dealers may be emboldened to attempt to
introduce into the Brazils asimilar nefarious as well as criminal
cargo, I hasten to inform you that, according to the information which
I have received, two ships are expected in that neigborhood from
New York ready to receive their slaves,

Liacos, July 6, 18517

. My Lorp: It appears from my correspondence with the commanders
of her Majesty’s cruisers that all the slave vessels that now arrive, at
least those to which the strongest suspicion attaches of their being
such, are now covered with the flag of the United States, and also that
no cruisers of the United States navy are now met with on any part
of the coast.

The absence of any cruisers of the United States is greatly to be de-
plored, because the masters of these slave vessels, knowing that the com-
manders of her Majesty’s-cruisers will not molest them so long as they
have their American flag flying and their papers to show ; they keep
these on board until the slaves are shipped and they have fairly started
with their human cargoes. The efforts of the commanders of her
Majesty’s vessels are therefore completely baflled, as the slave vessels
take good care not to ship their cargoes until they are sure the coast is
clear, and that they have a good chance of escape.

I have, &c., &ec.,
B. CAMPBELL, Consul.
The EarL or CLARENDON, K. G. dec., dic., dc.
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Entract of a despatch from Mr. Gabriel to the Earl of Clarendon, dated—

LoANDA, 31st July, 185Y.

It is again my disagreeable duty to report to your lordship that
vessels protected by the flag of America, in increasing numbers, fla-
grantly continue the slave trade on this part of the coast.

““ The ship ¢ Charles,’ of Baltimore, under American colors, a vessel
of about 400 tons burden, from New Orleans, has been met with by
two of her Majesty’s cruisers off' the coast to the north of the Congo.
She is reported to me by Commander Hope, of the ¢ Prometheus,’
as being fully equipped for the slave trade, having a slave deck laid,
with her water casks and provisions on board. The master of this
vessel, when boarded by the Prometheus, some days: since, declared
that he was bound to Ambriz; and on being subsequently boarded by
the ¢ Myrmidon,’ he said that he had left that place and was bound to
the Bight; but I am able to affirm that he has never madehis appearance
at Ambriz, and I have no doubt of the intention to employ her in the
conveyance of slaves. ‘

““I am informed by the commander of her Majesty’s steamer
¢ Bloodhound,’ who has just arrived here, that on the 16th ult., whilst
on his passage from Ascension to this place, and being in latitude 3° 29/
south, and longitude 11° 6' west, he sighted and gave chase to a brig
which, judging not only from her very suspicious appearance, but
from the position in which she was seen and the course she was steer-
ing, there is every reason to suppose was a vessel-laden with slaves
from this part of the coast. It is probable that this may have been
the ‘ Putnam,’ whose escape was reported in my despatch, No. 39, of
the 26th of June last ; every effort was made to capture hor, but night
having set in, her manceuvres were no longer visible, and she unfor-
tunately escaped. ; .

““The arrival of -four other suspicious vessels in the Congo, all
wearing the American flag, has been reported to me. They are the
brig ¢ Nancy,’ of New Orleans, Roderick master ; the brig ¢ Wizard,’
of New Orleans, Miller master ; the barque ¢ Petrel,” of New York,
and the brig ‘Charlotte,’ from the same port, I. Lockhail master,

“‘ This last mentioned vessel has made two or three voyages between
the United States and this coast, with lawful cargoes, on account of
her owners, the well known firm of Figaniére, Reis & Co., of New
York, This, however, is a new cloak, and she has brought over, on
this occasion, $45,000, it is sometimes said even a much larger sum,
as the proceeds of shipments recently effected from this coast.

““The captain of the ¢ Nancy,” upon being asked by the officers of
some of her Majesty’s cruisers what he was doing on this coast, had
the effrontery to answer the inquiries by openly boasting that he
intended to ship slaves as soon as his arrangements were completed.’’
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LoAnpa, August 3, 1857,

My Lorp: 1 have the honor to report to your lordship the follow-
ing circumstances relating to the case of a vessel captured off Ben-
guelha Velha on the 17th ult., by her most faithful Majesty’s
schooner ‘¢ Cabo Verde,”’ for being equipped for the slave trade, and
brought into this port for adjudication before the court of Relagno,
established here under the provisions of the laws of the 14th Septem-
ber, 1844, and 30th December, 1852.

Official intelligence having reached the governor general that in
the early part of June last a suspicious vessel had appeared off the
coast to the southward of Bengurlha, he caused her movements to be
closely watched ; and it having soon afterwards come to his excel-
lency’s knowledge that the notorious slave dealer, José Pedro da
Cunha, had landed: from this vessel, he ordered the necessary
measures to be taken for the apprehension of that individual.

On the 7th ult. Cunha, who had already been ‘‘pronunciado’’ for
the crime of slave trading, as reported in a despatch from this com-
mission, No. 56, of last year’s series, was arrested by the Portuguese
authorities at Cuio, and is now in confinement at Benguelha, await-
ing his trial by the ¢“ Juiz de Direito’’ of that place. :

The corvette ‘“ Goa’’ and schooner ¢‘ Cabo Verde,”” having pro-
ceeded on a cruise to the southward in consequence of this informa.
tion, succeeded in learning that the vessel from which Cunha had
landed was to arrive at Benguelha Velha on the 16th ult. The two
cruigers regulated their movements accordingly, and were off that
place on the morning of the 17th, when a barque hove in sight,
which, after some fruitless exertions to escape, hove to and hoisted
Spanish colors. She was found, on boarding, to have her slave deck
laid, her leaguers nearly all filled with fresh water, her hatch bars
on deck, her slave boiler fitted, and in a complete state of prepara-
tion for the immediate embarkation of a cargo of slaves.

There were no papers on board to establish the national character
of the vessel. Her name was stated to be the ¢ Velha Annita;’’ but
it appears by the evidence given before the court by the boatswain,
Juan Maria Celesting, that she was called the ‘“ Splendid,’’ of Boston,
and had cleared out from New Orleans on the 12th of February last
for the Island of Cuba, under American colors, having on board at
the time all the fittings above enumerated, to prove the illegal ob-
jects of the voyage in which she was about to engage. It was also
stated by this man, who gave his evidence in & very clear and ap-
Sarently honest manner, that the real captain of the ‘“Splendid’’ is

osé Antonio Barloza, who figures only as a passenger, It appears,
in faot, that throughout the voyage the entire command of the vessel
was entrusted to Barloza, whilst the purchase of the slaves and the
necessary arrangements on shore were confided to José Pedro da
Cunha, The character of this latter individual is well known, and
his name has been frequently brought under your lordship’s notice
by her Majesty’s commissioner here in connexion with slave trade
transactions to the southward It is sincerely to be hoped that the
government of her most faithful Majesty will now cause a severe
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example to be made of him, by inflicting the full penalties of the law
on one who has so long outraged humanity. The seclf-styled .pas-
senger, Barloza, whose evidence bears upon its face the stamp of false-
hood, equally merits the severest punishment, and I shall watch with
much interest over the proceedings taken before the tribunals here
against these notorious criminals. ' ~

The captain of the flag, with three other seamen, all Americans,
escaped on the approach of-the cruisers, and are supposed to have
taken the ship’s papers with them, the flag of the United States being
no longer of any avail to them when met by a Portuguese cruiser in
Portuguese waters. Doubtless, had this vessel fallen in with any of
her Majesty’s cruisers, this man, well knowing that his colors would
have protected him, would have acted very differently. However this
may be, I cannot refrain from pointing out to your lordship’s notice
that the ‘‘Splendid ’ was fitted out for the reception of a cargo of
human beings at New Orleans. The deposition of the boatswain, that
she shipped at that port the water, boilers, and plank for the slave
deck found on board, is, I think, conclusive evidence of the fact, and .
adds another to the many which I have already reported, proving the
necessity of some effectual steps being taken by the government of the
United States to prevent the traffic in slaves from being carried on
under its flag and from its seaports.

The depositions of the two witnesses, Celestino and Barloza, being
of some interest, I beg leave to subjoin a copy and translation thereof,
together with a copy of the sentence of condemnation on this vessel,
pronounced by the tribunal of Relagao on the 29th ultimo.

I have, &c., ;
E. GABRIEL.
The EarL or CLarENDON, K, G., dc., do., de.

[Translation. ]
Sentence of the tribunal of Relagao, acting as the tribunal of prizes:
fao, g p

Loanpa, July 29, 1857.

Having in view the ‘“auto’’ of capture drawn up on board the
barque ‘“ Velha Annita,”’ seized by the commander of the schiooner
‘““Cabo Verde,”” on the 17th instant, and signed by the said com-
mander and different individuals of the ‘captured crew : having in
view, moreover, the deposition of the boatswain and others of the said
crew, and the ‘‘auto’’ of the survey made by the judges of this tri-
bunal, on board the said barque, it is fully proved that this vessel was
captured, without papers of any description whatever, to the south-
ward of the river Loupa, at a distance of 1} mile from the land, and
that she was destined for the traffic of slaves, a cargo of which she
was shortly about to embark, having, besides the various other fit-
tings which were found on board, a large iron boiler, capable of cook-
ing, more or less, for 1,000 persons, a slave deck laid, hatchway, with
gratings, ninety-seven casks of water, some full, others empty, and a
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large number of American buckets, which would answer perfectly for
tubs for feeding slaves. That J. P. da Cunha, who came in this
barque, was the person charged with purchasing the slaves on shore,
landed immediately that she arrived on the coast, taking with him an
iron money chest and various other things. 'I‘hat the said barque,
having proceeded to sea for the space of twenty-five days, arrived
afterwards at a point. called St. Nicolao, and there, by order of the
before mentioned José Pedro da Cunha, who returned on board, she
{)&n{ied twenty barrels of biscuit, twenty barrels of rice, and a slave
oiler ‘\

That the barque smled in February last, from New Orleans, in the
, United States, and cleared out for the Island of Cuba, under the name
of the ‘“ Splendid,”” of Boston, with a cargo of staves, and two dis-
tilling apparatuses, from which the boilers were taken, the staves
serving as fire-wood for cooking.

That she proceeded” immediately direct to this ‘coast, havmg laid
the slave dec£ during the voyage, and scraped off the true name of the
barque, afterwards pamtmg in black the place on the stern where
the said name, ‘‘Splendid,’” of Boston, had been painted. That when
chased by the capturing schooner the oaptaln, with three seamen, all
Americans, went on shore in the boat

For all these reasons, they judge the said barque to be a good and
valid prize, and order that a copy of this sentence be remitted to the
¢ Juiz de Direito’’ of the comarca, the whole of the individuals found
on board her being placed at his disposal for the pirposes mentioned
in the decree of the 14th September, 1844. They order moreover,
that there shall be immediately drawn up an inventory and valuation
of everything existing on board the said barque, to be sold by auction,

in conformity with the said decree. ;
MENDES AFFENSO.

J. 8. RODRIGUES.
PEREIRA CABRAL.
e,

Lxtract of a dfspatch JSrom Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon,
K. G., dated—

+

Laqos, August 1, 1867.

““Tn enclosure No. 1 in my despatch, slave trade No. 22 dated
July 27, 1857, forwarded by the present packet, your lordshlp will
find partlculars of an American barque, the ¢Charles’ of Baltimore,
boarded by H. M. 8. ¢ Prometheus.”” This vessel, it appears, fitted
out at New Orleans ; the master made no disguise as to the object of
his voyage, and he ap ears to have had no reluctance in shewing his
slave deck regularly fp stened down ; his twelve dozen of men, kids,
and other fittings ; and he admitted havmg on board one hundred and
seventy-six leaguera full of fresh water, and that he expected to carry
off (from Ambriz, he stated) at lea.st one thousand slaves.”’
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Sterra LEONE, October b5, 1851,

My Lorp: I have the honor to report to your lordship that, on the
22d of August last, Commander James Hunt, of her Majesty’s sloop
¢t Alecto,”” having received information that several slave vessels were
in the vicinity of Loanda, despatched one of the pinnace_boats, in
charge of the master’s assistant, from Congo to the latitude of Loanda,
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the said information was cor-
rect. That on the 24th the pinnace gave chase to a suspicious looking
vessel off Molemba, and coming up to her in latitude 5° 30’ 8. and
longitude 11° 46’ E., the master’s assistant proceeded on board to
ascertain her character and occupation ; and on questioning an Ameri-
can, who in the first instance called himself master, but afterwards
denied that he was such, it was ascertained that she was the ¢ Eliza
Jane,”’ of New York, without any papers on board, and with a mixed
crew of nine persons, consisting of Spaniards, Dutchmen, and Italians,
and a thorough slave equipment ot eighty-nine large water casks, two
boilers capable of cooking for about seven hundred slaves, a slave deck
laid fore and aft, and about fifty-eight casks of calavances, rice farina,
Indian corn, and salt meat ; whereupon the vessel was detained by
Commander Hunt and sent to this colony for adjudication, where she
arrived on the 19th September.

Proceedings were instituted against her in the vice admiralty court
on the 21st of September, and terminated in her condemnation on the
28th, under the act of 2 and 3 Victoria, chap. 73.

The ‘“XEliza Jane,’’ it is said, left New York in June last, with the
provisions already mentioned, including shooks, plank, and ice, onan
ostensible voyage to some port in the Island of Cuba, under the com-
mand of two masters, an American and a Spaniard. After being at
gea for a week, the Spanish captain called up the rest of the crew, ex-
cepting the Spaniards, who were in the secret of the expedition, and in-
formed them that the brigantine was engaged on a slaving voyage,
and going to Cabinda for a cargo, of whom from 600 to 800 were to
have been shipped to supply the Cuban market, where the owner of
the vessel resides. . ‘

During the voyage the crew were employed in laying the slave
deck, setting up casks from the shooks, melting the ice with which
the casks were filled, and making every preparation for the intended hu-
man cargo, which was fortunately frustrated by her timely capture and
detention. _

The papers of the vessel were left at New York ; and while the
¢ Eliza Jane’’ remained in that port,she hoisted the American flag,
which however was made away with as soon as she got to sea.

I have, &o.,
. : S. I. HILL.
EarL oF CLAreNDoN, K, G., dc., dc.
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Her MAsesty’s Suoop ALECTO,
Congo, September 16, 1857.

81k : T have thehonor toinform you that, at 9.16 a. m. of the 13th of
this month, I chased and boarded a brigantine called the ¢ Onward,”’
of Boston. (She has the remains of another name on her stern.) On my
boarding her, I found that she had no papers applying to her present
owners, Messrs., Lafitte & Co., and no Americans on board. He said
he was’bound to St. Paul de Loanda, (although, when first seen, had a
studding sail set, and was running for Lnabre Head.) As the wind
had dropped, I offered to give him a tow, which he willingly accepted.
I then took him in tow and proceeded.

Between 2 and 3 p. m. some suspicions appearances were observed
on board of her, and a draw bucket was at work over his lee gang-
way. I stopped engines and went on board, and told him I suspected
he was deceiving me, and endeavoring to change his fresh water to
salt; and, on my saying I should open his hatches, he replied, ¢ Stop
a little, captain,’”’ and immediately hauled his colors down, and as-
sisted with his own hands to open his hatches, declaring he was not
an American. On searching his hold I found all my suspicions cor-
rect, and a large bucket of salt and a funnel of the same was in the
act of running into the casks, four of which had been thus turned
into salt water. Had I not adopted these prompt measures, I should
have been entirely defeated, as, by the time we reached Loanda, all
his slave plank would have been overboard, and his casks full of salt
water. Knclosed is a copy of a letter received from the person who
represented the captain, fully corroborating the whole circumstance.

I have, &c., &ec., &c.,
J. HUNT.

The SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY,

SEPTELiBER 15, 1857.

Sir: Considering the very disagreeable position I occupy now, I
think it negessary to inform you of some facts which are yet unknown
to you. You perceive that I only have been the dupe, both of the
.owners of the vessel and of Don Marcia, the Spanish captain. Since
we left the island of St. Thomas I have had no more charge of the
brig, but only navigated the same. The command was taken from
me and the Spanish commands adopted, and no log kept; nor was
the American flag hoisted by my orders, but by Don Marcia’s, who
never gave me his consent to haul the same down, but warned me to
keep the colors flying, which, not being an American citizen, I had
no right to do ; therefore, I hauled them down, and, together with the
ship’s papers, destroyed them for.my own safety. It seems to me that
St. Paul de Loanda is not at all a safe place for me, and that only
with great difficuly I may get a passage ; therefore, I beseech you
entreatingly to allow me, if possible, to'go in this ship to Sierra Leone,
where I would undoubtedly be safer, and probably find more oppor-
tunity to go back to the United States. ;

: W. P. SEYMOUR.

Captain Hunr.
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We have to thank Captain Ward, of the barque William H. Shailer,
who hasarrived at Salem, Mass., from Loanda and Congo, on the west
coast of Africa, for the following interesting letter:

[Our naval correspondence.]

Unitep Srates Frae-Sure CUMBERLAND,
Loanda, west coast of Africa, October 10, 18567,

Capture of a slaver by the Uniled States ship Cumberland-—Determina-
tion of the trader, and preparations to fight—The negro barracoon-—
How the matter ended.

On the 3d of October, while running down the coast, a schooner was
discovered at anchor off the mouth of the river Camma. When within
distance, we displayed English colors from our gaff, and immediately
she ran up the American ensign, thinking herselt perfectly safe, no
doubt ; but alas! she very soon found her mistake. Feeling confident
that she was a slaver, we stood on defying the enemy in his very den,
and when abreast of him clewed up and anchored. Marines were im-
mediately detailed, armed and equipped for the capture, and three
boats, their crews fully armed, with four officers, were appointed and
sent as a covering party in case the soldiers should be repulsed by the
daring slaver. The boats pulled off in gallant style, (we having some
time previously hoisted the stars and stripes,) rendezvousing astern
of the slaver, when they formed in line abreast guns, and carrying the
enemy by boarding, with the loss only of a few moment s of time,

By the aid of the glass we could distinctly see a large barracoon a
short distance from the mouth of the river, and two large boats under
heavy press of sail and paddle coming down the river. These boats
not being seen from the schooner, two of ours started on their return
to the ship, leaving the third in charge of the slaver ; but upon seeing
the boats, immediately returned to aid the two soldiers.

The excitement on board of thisship was now intense. The enemy
proved pacific in his intentions, and desired only (ostensibly) to barter
a few mats, and a single gray parrot for old trowsers, or anything in
in that line, but really to ascertain the true character of the vessel.
The commander of the boat came on board, and on being asked if this
was a slaving port, replied indignantly, and with an air of perfect
innocence, that he had lived here many years; ¢ No sell slaves, but
trade with English, French, and American.”” Having acquired the
desired information, and disposed of two mats, he put off for the barra-~
coon, In the course of half an hour two of our boats returned, leaving
the third in charge of the slaver. :

She proved to be the Cortes, of New York, nominally trading for
palm oil, &c. She had two muster-rolls: one evidently a Portuguese,
and signed by ¢ Wilgon,”” as collector of New York ; mate’s name
totally different from®that on the roll, and crew not corresponding ;
no cargo, large number of casks, some farina, provisions, &c.; hold
in confusion, as though just broken out, as no doubt it had been since
we hove in sight, and were signalled by the fire on shore. Captain
had gone up the river for his cargo, and would not be back until Mon-

4
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day, though no doubt he had landed in a boat that left just as our
boats were going to the schooner. One of her crew acknowledged
that there was a barracoon in sight, and one of our crew stated that he
knew her to be in the slave trade four years ago, when he was in the
same line, = o '

Despite all these suspicions circumstances, however, she was declared
& legitimate trader, her papers were returned, and matters assumed
their wonted aspect. We, however, consoled ourselves with the re-
flection that, in case there had been any call for fire-arms, we had not
needlessly made preparation for the defence of our guard ; for, on at-
tempting to discharge his piece, after all danger had passed, one was
necessitated to explode three or four caps ere his weapon would emit
its death-dealing contents.

There was manifest uneasiness on board, and all of the boarding
officers thought, beyond question, that she was a slaver; but our
boats, having returned, were hoisted up, the anchor weighed, and sail
made in hot haste for Loanda to send the Dale up to take possession of
the Cortes ; and we are now at anchor on the coast of Africa, though
some imaginations place us at Loanda, it being only six miles from
our anchorage. As the bay is not over two miles in width, and has
not more than fifteen fathoms average depth, it is deemed too danger-
ous an attempt to beat this ship up, and so we 